RG104 E-l Box 177 



Bureau of the Mint, 


The Superintendent, 



Philadelphia, Pa* 




Sir 




Your eomnunication of the 11th inst*, transmitting an offer 
of B. P* Reiehhelm to put in the mint a naptha gas plant, has been 

0 

received and will receive consideiration* 

I would like to have your judgment in regard to the propriety 

m 

of purchasing this expensive plant at the present time* In the 

4 , -4 * 

first place I am afraid to put an oil plant in the mint, and Mr* 

• • •>! L »|t * * f • . 

Mason, Superintendent of the Assay Office at New York, is very 

9 -0 

I • • l| I 

strongly opposed to putting such a plant in his institution* You 
are well aware that oil leaks and runs, and in case of a conflagra¬ 
tion is practically uncontrollable* Then again, it seems to me that 

in view of the fact that we are soon to have a new mint, certainly 

• _ 

0 

• i ■ * 

in the course of two or three years, it would be unwise to expend 
this sum of money $11,250, together with the necessary gas houses 
etc. which are to be supplied by the mint, the probable cost of the 
whole plant being in the neighborhood of $15,000 or $20,000* 

While I am, as you know, heartily in favor of furnishing the 

mints and assay offices with the very best appliances for trans- 

»- 

acting public business I hesitate to approve this expenditure for 
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the two reasons named. First, fear of conflagration and second 
the large eost at this particular time.. 


Veiy respectfully. 
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Treasury Department, 

Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

June 12, 1892 

The Superintendent, U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sir: 


Your communication of the 11th inst., transmitting an offer of E.P. Reichhelm to put in 
the mint a naptha gas plant, has been received and will receive consideration. 

I would like to have your judgment in regard to the propriety of purchasing this 
expensive plant at the present time. In the first place I am afraid to put an oil plant in the mint, 
and Mr. Mason, Superintendent of the Assay Office at New York, is very strongly opposed to 
putting such a plant in his institution. You are well aware that oil leaks and runs, and in case of a 
conflagration is practically uncontrollable. Then again, it seems to me that in view of the fact that 
we are soon to have a new mint, certainly in the course of two or three years, it would be unwise 
to expend this sum of money $11,250, together with the necessary gas houses etc. which are to 
be supplied by the mint, the probable cost of the whole plant being in the neighborhood of 
$15,000 or $20,000. 

While I am, as you know, heartily in favor of furnishing the mints and assay offices with 
the very best appliances for transacting public business I hesitate to approve this expenditure for 
the two reasons named. First, fear of conflagration and second, the large cost at this particular 
time. 


Very respectfully, 
E.O. Leech 
Director. 



